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 ABSTRACT : Natural dyes are known for its soft and lustrous neutral colour. Now a day, it
also gaining importance due to its eco-friendly nature with human being and environment. India
has a rich sources of natural dyes and one of them are lichens. The lichens were traditionally
used for dyeing the woollen yarn and fabric but after the invention of synthetic dyes, the use of
lichen declines. In the present study among the different sources of Lichen, Flavoparmelia
caperata was used to dye the silk fabric by standardise the dyeing recipe. Aqueous medium was
used for the extraction of the dye. The dye was used for dyeing of degummed silk cloth and
treated with four chemical auxiliaries i.e. Citric acid, Sodium sulphate, Oxalic acid and Tartaric
acid. Study about fastness tests of dyed clothes was undertaken. Large range of shades was
obtained because of varying chemical auxiliaries per cent and combination. It was observed that
treatment with chemical auxiliaries improved the colourfastness properties of the dyed samples.
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